Si IE? 2 
The Conformiſts Reaſons for bearing and joining- 


with the Nonconformiſts. 


us, oblige us alſo to take all Opportunities of hearing and 

joining with the Nonconformiſts, they being Miniſters of 

Chriſt, having due-Call and Authority from ties to preat 
the Goſpel. The Church hath real need of their Labours, their Miniſtry 
is hated by Satan and Saint-hating Men ; they are duly ſubjett to the 
higher Powers, and are protected by the Law of the Land in the courſe of 
their Miniſtry, and are a conſiderable part of that ſame Church of Eng. 
land, which their preſent Majeſties under God are Supream Governours. 
of, according to the old Oath of Supremacy, and the 37th Article of the 
Church of England. 

2. Thoſe Words of our Saviour's take place here ; He that is not againſt 
” #8, is onour part, Mark 9. 40. The Nonconformiſts realy are not againft 
us, therefore they are on our part. ; The Scope and Dritt of their Minj- 
ſtry is to win Souls not to this or that Set, but to Chriſt, to teach them 
their Duty to God, and to their preſent Majeſtics, as ſole Supream under 
God, and the common Center of Catholick Unity in theſe Nations. They 
are truly tender of our Miniſtry, rejoice in our-Labours, and in the Gifts. 
and Graces of able and faithful Conformilts,- rebuke Backbiters and Vis 
lifyers df our Miniſtryz and as.they have opportunity, hear and join 
with us and our Churches. 

3. In the time of the late King James the Church of England did confeſs 
its Error in being ſevere to the Nonconformiſts. This is plain from a cer- 
tain Pamphlet publiſhed in the late King's Reign, intituled, A Letrer to a 
Difſenter, upon occaſion of hs Majeſties late gracious Declaration of Indulgence. 
The Words thereof, pap. 8. are theſe following; The Church of England 
eonvinced of its Error in being ſevere to you ;, the Parliament, whenever it meet- 
eth, will ſure be gentle to your the next Heir bred in the Country, which you bave - 
fo often quoted for a Pattern of Indulgence : A general Agreement of ll think: 
ing Men, that we muſt no more cut oxr ſebves off from the Proteſtants abroad, but 
rather ge the Fonndations upon mhich we are to build our Defences againſt the- 
e0mmoen Entnly +, ſo that in tr«th all things ſeem to conſpire to. give you Eaſe ana 
Sat/faftion, &c. This is-to be looked pon as the general tenſe of the 
conforming Nobility, Gentry, Commonalty, and Clergy in the time of, 
the late King's Reign : for ſo really i was, as 1$ well known. Now ns 
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the Church of England doth confeſs its Error towards the Diſſenters, and 
to have erred not in ſome ſlight and trivial Matters, but in Matters touch- 
ing the Founeation.z and fees a neceſſity of inlarging its Foundations, and 
conſequently of taking in the. Nonconformiſts, and making them conſti- 
tuent Parts of the Church with her ſelf, Either then the Nonconformilts 
are upon one and the ſame Foundation with our ſelves, or they deſerve to 
be, and it is through no fault of theirs that they are not : being-upon the 
ſame Foundation,we cannot be againſt their Miniſtry and Mectingagbu we 
mult needs be againſt our own; and overthrow the Common Prateſtanc 
Cauſe, Religion, and Intereſt in this Nation, and conſequently inatother 
Mations and Countries, what in us lies; and in being tor their Miniſtry, 
we are for our own. 

' 4+ Theſe Scriptures ſet rogether, prove it a Duty, viz, Hear, and your 
Soul ſhall live, fa. 55. 3. Where two or three are gathered together in my Name, 
there am I in the midſt of them, Mat. 18. 20. I charge thee before God and the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, preach the Word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, 2Tim. 
4. 1,2. ThougbT be free from all Men, yet have I made ny ſelf Servant unto 
all, that I might gain the more :| And unto the Jews 1 became as a Few, that I 
might gain the Fews ;, to them that are under the Law 4s under the Law, that I 
might gain them that are under the Law ;, to them that are without Law, (being 
#:0t without Law to God, but under the Law to Chrift ) that I might gain them 
that are without Law : To the Weak became I 44 weak, that I might gain the 
Weak, . I am made all things to all Men, that I might by all means ſave ſome : 
And thu 1 do for the Gofpel's Sake, 1 Cor. 9. 19, 20,21, 22,23. | 

: '5-: The: Communion of -Saints is a principal Part of the Catechiſm, and 
of the common Creed of Chriſtendom ;. it is a Fundamental in true Reli- 
gion, moſt frequently repeated in all Conforming Congregations. Now 
wedo not daly believe and practiſe this Fundamental, unleſs we hear and 
join with the Nonconforming Brethren in the Word, and Prayer, and 
Sacraments; as we have Call and Opportunity, they being viſible Saints, 
and there-being-nothing in their way of Worſhip, but what is either Jau- 
dable or tolerable : God doth own and approve their Miniſtry and Meet- 
ings, and-is gracioully preſent with them. 

Objetions Anſwered. 

Obj. 1. The Presbyterian Miniſters refuſe SubjeCtion to the Goyernours 
of the *Church'of England, and therefore it cannot be ſate for us to hear 
and join'with them. An/w. This.is plainly not true : for under God their 
preſent Mijeſties are ſole Supream Governours of the Church of England, 
ruling all Eſtates according to'Laws enacted by common Conſent in-Parlia- 
ment ; witneſs the old Oath of Supremacy, and the 37th Article of the 
Church of England, in theſe words, The King's Majeſty hath the chief Pow= 
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; | 
er in this Realm of England, and other his Dominions, Unto whom the chief 
Government of all Eſtates of this Realm, whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, 
in all Cauſes doth appertain, and ts not, nor ought to be ſubjeft to any foreign Fu- 
riſdition. The Presbyterians generally ſubſcribe this Article, ard it is no- 
torious that they are duly ſubject to their preſent Majeſties, pray heartily 
for them, pay Taxes, bear all legal Charges, keep the ſtated monthly 
Faſts ſtritly and ſolemnly, and are more uprizht and cordial to the pre- 
ſent Government than many of the Conformiſts are. If you deny their 
preſent Majeſties to be chief Governours of the Church of England, you 
then bring in the Papacy, and unhinge the Government. 

Obj. 2. Though the King be ſupream Governour by the Sword, yet Bi- 
ſhops are ſupream Governours of the Church of England by the Word. 
Anſw. Biſhops have no Authority but what is miniſterial and ſubordinate, 
and therefore they cannot be fupream Governours : they are under Law 
to God, and they are under Law to the King as God's Vicegerent. If yon 
ſappoſe them ſupream Governours of the Church of England, you ſuppoſe 
them Popes, that is, Antichriſtian Prelates, exalting, themſelves above 
God, and above the King his Vicegerent. Abiathar the High-Prieſt was not 
ſuperior to,nor coordinate with King Solomon,but his Subjett,and therefore 
for his Crime was juſtly depoſed by him, and Zadek put in his room: 
© ©Ohz. 3.. The Presbyterian Miniſters have not juſt and valid Ordination, 
as being ordained by meer Presbyters without a Biſhop. Anſw. God 
hath no where declared that there cannot be juſt and valid Ordination 
without a Biſhop, and therefore the contrary DoQrine muſt needs be 
erroneous. Accordingly all true Proteſtants own and approve Ordi- * 
nation by Presbyters without a Biſhop, ( as is uſed in the Dutch, Hel- 
vetian, French, and New-England-Churches) to be juſt and valid, and 
not defeCtive in any thing abſolutely neceſlary. The Church of Eng- 
land doth not allow the Ordination of Presbyters by a Biſhop only, with- 
out the preſence and concurrence of co-aſſiſtant Presbyters, who do equally 
impoſe Hands with the Biſhop : And the Presbyterians do not allow Ordi- 
nation by all Presbyters promiſcuouſly, but only by ſenior Presbyters, ſych 
as for their Age, Experience,Gravity, Wiſdom, miniſterial Ability and Fide- 
lity, and:exemplary Vertues, are Heads and chief Men-among them, and a 
kind of Fathers to the younger Sort. The principal thing in a Miniſter of 
Chriſt is not external Ordination, but miniſterial Ability and Fidelity ; 
external Ordination is not principal but ſabſervient : And where is mini- 
ſterial Ability and Fidelity, with the conſent and liking of the People, and” 
the proteCtion and countenance or permiſſion of the Magiſtrate; with Im- 
poſition of Hands, and Faſting and Prayer by ſenior Presbyters of known 
Wiſdom, Gravity, Picty, and A Vertue and Ability ; either this is 
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juſt and valid Ordination, or there is no ſuch thing as Ordination, neither 
can it be declared what it is. Now this is the Ordinaticn in uſe among the 
Presbyterians. And indeed able and faithful Presbytcrs are, according to 
Scripture-phraſe, Biſhops; As 20. 17.28. Phil. 1.1. 1 Per. 5.1. 

Obj. 4. We who are conforming Miniltcrs cannot acar and jcin with the 
Nonconformiſts without breach of our Oath cf Canonical Ob:dience to 
the Ordinary. Arnſw. That Oath bi::ds us but to obey the Ordiuary in 
things lawful and honeſt : And to hear ang,join with the Nonconformiſts 
as we have opportunity, is neither againſt Law tor Honeſty, but rather 
laudable, pleaſing to God, profitable to.the Soul, and the true way of 
Peace. The Ordinary is not ſupream 3 but an Officer appointed by the 
King and State touching Church-matters, he is under Law to Gad, and to 
the King and State : If he enjoin or forbid us any thing contrary to Law, 
we owe him no Obedience. Our Oath to him binds us to no new Duty, 
but only binds us more ftriftly to do.what we had been bound by the Law 
todo, in caſe we had not taken that Oath. The ſame ſupream Authority 
which makes the Ordinary, and gives him limited Power over us, doth de- 
clare in the Preamble of the late ACt for Toleration, that the Liberty now 
enjoyed by the Nonconformiſts, may be an effeftnal means to unite their Ma- 
jeſties Proteſtant Subjefts in Intereſt and Aﬀetiion, Now our hearing and join- 
ing with the Nonconformiſts, is a countenancing of them, and of their pre- 
ſent Liberty, and conſequently it tendeth to the union of Proteſtantsin In- 
tereſt and AﬀeCtion, in the Judgment of the King and Queen, and of both 
Houſes of Parliament, and conſequently of the Ordinary himſelf; for b 
the Ordinary is meant the Biſhop of the Dioceſs, who is one of the Houſe 
of Lords, and ſo bath a hand in making the Law. - How can we.diſobey the 
Biſhop by hearing and-joining with thoſe Men, unto whom the Biſhop him- 
ſelf, as a Member of the Houſe of Lords, doth.by his conſent to the Att of 
Parliament, give free Liberty, as an effeftual means of uniting Proteſtants 
in Intereſt and Aﬀ/ection, and exempteth them from all Penalties, 2nd from 
being proſecutcd in any Eccleſiaſtical Court, for or by reaſon of noncon- 
forming to the Church of England ? 

Obj. 5. The Nonconformitlts are againſt all Church-Government by Bi- 
ſhops, and there can be no Church without a Biſhop. Anſw. The Non- 
conformiſts are not againſt all Church-Government by Biſhops, for they 
have long deſired that famous Arch-biſhop Uſher's Model of Church-Go- 
vernment by Biſhops and Presbyters might be eſtabliſhed among us. But 
hitherto they could not obtain it, for there are a party of Men in the Na- 
tion, ſome Clergy and ſome Laity, by Profeſſion Proteſtants, whom the 
Piery and moderation of ſuch Biſhops as Biſhop Vſber and Biſhop Hall, doth 
greatly offend, and can by no means pleaſe. A limited-Epiſcopacy the 
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Nonconformiſts generally are not 2gainſt ; try and ſee if they will not ac- 
cept and willingly conforin to Arch-biſhop Vſher*s Model. That there may 
be a Church without a Biſhop is plain irom the Dutch, Helvetian, Prote- 
ſtant French Churches, and thoſe in New- England. There is alfo the uni- 
verſal Church on Earth, and yet no one univerſal Paſtor and Biſhop on 
Earth. The Pope indecd claims to be {o, but for that he is by Proteſtants 
juſtly charged with Antichriſtian Price and Ambition. There 1s allo the 
Church of England, as comprizing all the Chriſtian People in Exg/and; but 
no one Man is univerſal Biſhop to all the Chriſtian People in England, nor 
are all the Biſhops put together Governours of the Church of England, 
but they are ſubjeCt to the King and Queen, and governed by Laws, made 
by the King and Parliament, as hath been declared: and therefore it is not 
true, that there can be no Church without a Biſhop. The Church con- 
ſiſteth by Chriſtian Faith, Hope, and Love, not as excluſive of Paſtors 
and Miniſters, but as ſuppoſing and including them as God's Inſtruments 
for begetting and finiſhing theſe heavenly Graces: and nothing hinders but 
tnzt able and faithful Presbyters may be initrumental in God's Hands for 
begetting and finiſhing theſe heavenly Graces in thouſands of Souls, yea 
and much better than ſome Biſhops, ſuch as either cannot or will not la- 
bour in the Word and Doctrine, Popiſh Biſhops, who are Idolaters, and 
ſuch other as ſeek themſelves and not the things of God. 

Obj. 6. The Nonconformiſts have no Ceremonies in their way of Wor- 
ſhip. A»ſw. Yes, but they have two Ceremonies of God?s own ordain- 
ing, Baptiſm, and the Inſtitution of Bread and Wine andif God had not 


thought theſe two enough, he could eaſily have ordained more; © but he 


thought good to ordain no more, and it muſt needs be a wiſe and ſafe way 
to keep to God's Ordinance. | 

Obj. 7. The Nonconformiſts have no publick Liturgy, that is, no ſtinted 
form of publick Prayer and Adminiſtration of Sacraments. Anſw. You 
will give the Miniſter leave to chuſe his Text, and compoſe and methodize 
his Sermon; why can you notalſo leave him to perform the other part of 
miniſterial Office, reſpecting Prayer, Thankſgiving, and the Sacraments, 
by a tinted form or not, as he himſelf is beſt able and thinks moſt meet? 
If his Words be grave, ſound, ſcriptural, pious, ſuited to common Edift- 
cation, though not to each ones Faiicy, your Duty is to mind your Heart, 
to purify that from Pride and carnal Prejudice, and evil Thoughts, and 
affeAtionately to concur and join in all the Service, and be thankful. It 
is very deſirable that all Miniſters were of ſuch Abilicies, and at all times 
ſo prompt and full, as to need no ſtinted Form in publick ; let thoſe who 
are ſo able, not beabridged of their Liberty beyond their own choice and 
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in the AR of Baptiſm, and they recite the Words of Chriſt touching the 
Lord's Supper, and they keep ro a [tinted Form in Singing Pſalms, and 
they read God's own Word in their Aſſemblies; and if they be able to 
preach they are able to pray, and to ſuit their Prayer to the Edification 
of that People over whom they are fet, and to whom they miſter. 
And therefore this can be no jait Exception 3- they think they have much 
more reaſon to except ag4init our way as being toomuch in ſtinted Forms, 
 Ohbj. 8. We who are Contormiſts cannot hear and join with the Non- 
contormiſts without condemning our own way. ' Azſw. It doth not fol- 
"low that becauſe our Way is good, therefore their Way is not good ; for 
as toexternal Modes and Forms and Things circumſtantial Siſter-Churches, 
and Neighbour-Congregations may differ, and yet both be good and law- 
ful. Twenty Miniſtersat the fame time in diſtant Congregations may 
bit upon the ſame Text,' and deliver the ſame ſubſtantial Doctrine, and 
yet their Words and Method and Compoſfure may wonderfully vary, and 
all may be good and uſeful, and God more glorified by ſuch Variety than 
otherwiſe. Moſt conforming Congregations have no Organs, ſome have ; 
muſt therefore one of the two neceſlarily be bad and damnable ? The- 
Churches in Holland, the Churches in Helveria, the Churches in Geneve, 
the Churches in Denmark, the Churches in England, the Proteſtant French 
Churches have different ways, and modes, and forms, as to external Wor- 
ſhip. If one be good, muſt we therefore condemn all the reſt as ſinful ? 
What is ſinful and forbidden by God, we may in no wiſe conform to ; 
but what is neither preciſely commanded nor preciſely forbidden by God, 
may be done or not done, according as Chriſtian Prudence ſhall ditate to 
be moſt convenient : in ſuch Caſes and Matters we are after the Example 
of Paul, to be all things to all Men ; and if we come to an Epiſcopal Church, 
do as they do; if we come to a Presbyterian Church, do as they do, ac- 
cording as Ambroſe adviſed Auguſtine z Ad quamcungue ecclefiam veneris, ejus 
morem ſerva, ſi, &c. To what Church ſoever thou ſhalt come, obſerve its 
way and manner, if thou wou]dit neither offend others, nor have others to 
.offend thee, | | - 

Oz. g.. If the Nonconformiſts will preach in the Church, I will readily heag them; bur 
ro hear them in Barns and private Houſes, and the like places, I like not, I-am againſt ir, 
Anſw. We cannot follow a better Pattern than Chriſt : Now he preached nor. only in the 
Temple and Synagogue, . bur in private Houſes, and ſometimes upon a Mountain, and by the 
Sea-f1de our of a Ship, the People ſtanding upon the Shore ; and he never declined Preach- 
ing to more. or fewer in any convenient place ſuitable ro the Occafivn, The places in 
which the Nonconformiſts preach, ſome of rhem are goodly Edifices, ſome of them are pub- 

lick Chappels, rhe me of them are not nzurally indecent, they beſt ſuit with their 
Glrcaddimce, ; and God being graciouſly preſent with them, che places where they aſſemble 
muſt needs be the Houſe of God, and the Gate of Heauev, Gen, 28. 10,to 18. Gerthem free 
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other. placesz but if you exclude them from the Churches, you neceſſirae them to preach in 
other places 3 and by valuing the Word for the ſake of the Place, -rather than the Place for 
the ſake of the Word, you dcclare that indeed you do not truly yalus God's Word. As ir 
was no ſhame to Chriſt-to be born in a Stable, nor to his Virgin-Mocher, becauſe it was not 
their Sin but cheir Calamity, burall the Shame was to thoſe that thruſt chem into the Stable : 
ſo it is no Shame for God's Miniſters and People to worſhip him in a Barn, when they have 
no fitter Place to worſhip him in 3; bur che Shame is to rhoſe char might allow them berrer 
Places to worſhip God in, and wrll nor, but thruſt chem into a Barn, and then make that a 
Cloak for their not hearing and joining wich chem, : | | | 

Obj. 10, There is no need of the Nonconformilts Preaching, it doth more hurt than good, 
ir may betcer be ſpared, che Conformiſt Miniſters are full. enow for che People of this Land. 
Anſw. I confeſs that if all Ylaces throughout the Nation were ſupplied by able and faictiful 
Conforming Miniſters, as ſome are, there would not be ſuch need of the Nanconformiſts. 
Preaching as now chere is 3 bur ir is manifeſt ro all diſcerning and impartial Chriſtians, that. 
though chere isno want of Miniſters, yer there 15 great need of able, holy, powerful, pain- 
ful and exemplary Miniſters in all che Dioceſles of E1gland; and pious Conformiſts and Non- 
conformiſts Miniſters have need of each others Labours, and che moce humble and fairhful 
- they are, the more ſenſible of ir. Never to this day did the Church over-abound with able 
and faichful Preachers, nor will ro the end of che World, while the Followers of Cain and 
Abtl remain ih the World, and many are called buc few choſen. Good Biſhop Ha! would 
uſe roſay, You may as well complain of roo many Stars in che Firmament, as of too many 
good Preachers in a _ . 

0hj. 1x. The late A& for Toleration doth only tolerate the Nonconformiſt Meetings, ir 
doth nor approve them. Anfw. It is plain from the Preamble of the AR, chat it permiesclhiem 
as an effeftual means te unite their Majeſies Proteſtant Subjefts in Intereſt and Aﬀettion 3, and chere- 
fore ic muſt needs approve them. For nothing char is not good and laudable, and:worrhy $0 be 
approved, .can be an effe&ual means of uniting Proteſtancs in Intereſt and AﬀeRion z ſo that 
the Nonconformiſts have as true Right to their places by the Law of the Land, as the Con- 
formiſts have to theirs, they are both alike under their Majeſties ProteRion, and do alike 
ſtand or fall with them and their Government 3 their Religion is one, they have the fame 
common Enemy, and are like to be happy or miſerable, ſtreng or weak, according as they 
unice in God and their preſent Majeſties, or do nor unite. 

O0bj. 12. The Presbyterian Meetings are not true viſible Churches of Chriſt. - 4*ſw. The 
19th Article of the Church of Englazd declares, the viſible Church of Chriſt tobe a Congregation of 
faithful Men, in the which the pure Word of God is preached, and the Sacraments be duly miniſtred 
according to Chriſt's Ordinance, in all thoſe things that of neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame, Now the 
ae ro Meetings are —_ ſuch Congregations, and therefore ir is impoſlible thar 
ſhould be hererical, ſchiſmarical, and lacking in any thing necellary to the being of _— 
ble Churches of Chriſt. If wedeny them co be true viſible Churches of Chriſt, we ſhall 
not be able to prove the Conformiſt Churches, true viſible Churches of Chriſt ; for my parc 
I am not able, and I deſpair to ſee it ſolidly and (cripturally proved by any other, 

Obj, 13. Conforming and Nonconforming Churches are contradiQorily oppoſite, as Light 
and Darkneſs, Chriſt and Belial, Heaven and Hell, and therefore both cannor be true 
Churches. Anſw. Such as conform to God's Word, and ſuch as do not conform to God's 
Word in che Subſtance and Foundation of Religion, are contradicorily oppoſite, as Heaven 
and Hell, the Church of God and the Synagogue of Satran,;; bur they who equally conform to 
God's Law 1n che Subſtance and Foundation gt Religion, and, giffer bur about circumſtantial 
chings injoined by Man's Law, _—_— really and for the main they be both Conformiſts, yer 
verbally and ſecundum quid they differ as Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts ; therefore the 
grand difference is not berween Confornung and Nogconforming Proteſtants, but between god- 
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ly and ungodly Proteſtants, whether Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts. As for godly Men Con- 
formiſts and Nonconformiſts, they can bear with one another, and rejoice in others Lz- 
bours, and ſincerely though not perfe&ly deny themſclves, and mind and ſeek rhe things of 
Chriſt, and adyance his Kingdom; but it is unregenerare, ungodly, Self-ſceking, Saint-haring, 
ſenſual and worldly Men, whether Contormiſts or Nonconformiſts, that-are the Plague of 
the Church, and Satan's chief Agents. 

0bj. x4. It is fitter that the Nonconformiſts come over to us than we to them, we by yield- 
ing to them ſhall harden them in their ſinful Nonconformity, and ſhall diſpleaſe our own ſide, 
and not gain our Enemy, - Arſw, Be ic ſuppoſed that Nonconformiry 1s a Sin, will ic therefore 
follow that we are not to do our Duty to God and them, and all rhat in us lies ſeek the Peace 
of the Church and the Publick Good ? Rigid Conformiſts confeſs the Points ſcrupled by Non- 
conformiſts, to be in their own nature indifferent, neicher commanded nor forbidden by God, 
and that the Church niay well be wichour them : Moderate Conformiſts confeſs che Church 

better be without them, if all borh Rulers and People could be fo content : bur Noncon- 
formiſts judg ſome of the rhings to be flatly ſinful. Now on whom dorh ir lie ro yield ? They 
retaining their own Principles, cannot yield and come over to us 3 we retaining our own Prin- 
Ciples, may come over to them, and join with them in the Word, and Prayer, and Sacra- 
ments, as we have Call and Opporcuniry ; and in ſo doing, we gain them ſo far as it lies in us 
eo gain them, we pleaſe God, which is Motive ſufficient, and cannot bur have a good end and 
effet, If they make an ill uſe of our Condeſcenfion, thar 1s their Sin, for which they muſt 
anſiver to God, who will nor fail ro accept and reward our good Deed : and if Conformiſts 
be diſpleaſed with us for doing our duty, we therefore deſiſt from it? The queſtion is 
nor, whether they fin in not conforming? bur allowing to each ocher their different Thoughts 
and Opinions about Conformity, what 15 the duty of both ſides as ro mutual Peace and Con- 
cord ? They are ſo prudent as in the courſe of their Miniſtry ro inſiſt upon choſe Poinrs in 
which both fides agree, as being ſufficient for Edification 3 and rherefore we may ſafely join 
with chem in pane k Church-duries as we have occaſion, without receding from our own 
Principles, without breaking any Law divine or humane : and therefore it will lie at our door 
if we do not; we finagainſt one Article of Faith, Th! Communion of Saints, 

Obj. 15, Can yon give an inſtance and example of what you prefs and exhort ro? Anfwy, 
Yes, a famous onerecorded in the Harmony of Confeſſions of three Parties of Proteſlanes in 
Poland, ſome following the Auguſtan Confeſhon, ſome following the Helvetian Confeſſion, 
and ſome following the Bohemian Confeſſion ; and being ſenfible of rhe eviland ſad effeRs of 
their Diviſions, the leading Men of each Parry came to an Agreement as ro Doarine and 
Points of Faith, and permitted to one another diverſity in Rices and external Modes, and fo 
befame one, and did preach, and pray, and communicate with one another, and did great- 
ly flouriſh in the midſt of Popiſh Adverſaries and Arian Hereticks, and Enemies of all ſorts, 
See for this Corpus Confeſſ, par. 1. pag. 163. pars 2. p48. 215, Parei Irenic. caþ. 19: 

Let us remember the Day of Judgment, ſovingly converſe withour Proteſtant Brethren, not 
be ſtrange to them, ſerve them in Love3 rejoice that Chriſt is preached, Souls ſaved and edi- 
fied, and Satan confounded by rhe Miniſtry of Proteſtant Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts. 
Long for the good Day when all SeQ-names ſhall be aboliſhed, and cill chat can be, ler us really 
and indeed be one in Loyez embrace che Nonconformiſts as dear Brethren in Chriſt, make 
them freely welcome to preach in our Pulpirs, encourage our People ro hear them, and hear 
and join with them our ſelves as we have Opportunity, and thank them for their Labours, and 
wiſh them all good Succeſs, and extend our Charity to ſuch of them as need, and in all things 
conform our ſelyes co the Example of Chriſt. To him be Glory for eyvet. Ames, 


FINIS. 


